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65-year-old square dancmg club made young again

JESSICA BOURDUE, Siaf Writor

In 1949, a group of Glen-
view residents with & pas-
sion , for square  dancing
formed the Village's fiest
official square dancing club:
the Glenview Squares.

Today. 63 years later, the
Squares have kel the square
dancing tradition alive with-
in the (Henview community,
o remarkaide  sccomplish-
gt thal nod many Chicago

same do-si-dps and prom-
enades a8 it was six decades
ago, the group has certamly
adapted o changing times.
They've ditched the tadi-
uonal dress code, aad it's
ROt uncommon o catch the
group dancing o pop songs
such as “Call Me Maybe,”
“Blurred Lines” and “What
Does the Fox Say.”

“To keep sguare dancing
alive and vital, you need o
keep what's good from the
past but cmbrace the new,
as well,” Glenview Squares
caller Arlenc Kaspick said,

Glenview Squares board
member Jamice Cha said
she remembers when thers
werz more than 1060 square
dancing clubs thrving in the
area. Today, only 20 of those
clubs remain, & tcstament
to the dwindling intersst in
what was once a populsr

Among thoste 200 clabs,
Glenview Squares i a bit
of an enomaly, While other
clubs [ade away, Glenview

began when Cha, club Presi-

Participants aquars aance 3t the Park Center.

dent Carolyn Loper and oth-
ef core members revamped
the clob's pmoesses and tra-
ditions.

Aside from  imcorporat-
ing pewer mushe, the group
hired younger eallers, cre-
beginners and organized
more public aotings.

"We've done fash mobs.
We have danced At the
Biookfield Zoo and the Lin-
coln Park Foo, In Sepem-
ber. we'll be dancing for
Sears corporate focklift ro-
den,” Cha said.

The group also introduced
benclit nights, whens it of-
fers Jowe-cost lessons (o any-
one interesied and gives 100
percent of the procesds (o a
local charity.

All of the changes have
paid off. @s pew members
kecp flocking to Glenview
Squares lessons.

“Ir seoms to be working:
We're bringing in pretty
good numbers of new mem-
bers,” Lopez said,

Hannah  Arbizzani  re-
luctantly attended her first
Glenview Squares lesson &
few years ago ar the bohest
of a friend. She quickly fell
in love with the group and
now drives from Evanston
every week to attend club
mei-ups.

“1 thought this would be

the geekiest thing 1 would do
and that [ would just go o
pecily avy fiend,” Arbizzani
said, “But the meality is that
the Peerer aire e nicest
people you'll ever be with™

Dancers do not need &
partner o join, and friendl-
ness is built into the fabric of
Squane iy o make 2y-
eryone feel welcome, Every
dance begins with o bow, &
sinile and @ greefing,

SIt's fun and erry, and
you will mest people from
all walks of life,” Cha said.
“It*s just a really great activ-
ity and can be 4 greal form of
exarcise.”

In its 65th year, the groop
hopes 1o grow even lurger
Besidents can amend one of
the club’s free intrrduction
parties where they will lesm
the basics, or they can reg-
ister for nine-week lessons,
wheze they will become pro-
ficient fn all 100-plus dance
cafls,

You can sign up for the
next roand of lessons opens
on Sepr, ¥, but Loper said
they will continne taking
new dancers until Sept, 22,

Those imterested  should
WISt Www
org for mom mfmmu
or check oul www.square-
dancechicago.com for other
square dincing events in the
area.
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Squares event Sunday, Aug. 30 at Park Center, PHOTOS BY DAWE KRAUS/ZZNE CENTURY MEDIA
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